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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

' COURT DETAILS | | | |
Court | | | | State Coroner’s Co.urt of NSW
Case number 315/07
“PRO ocseomes L
-lnquest mto the death of George GbDDEN
Hearing dates 08/08/2011 ~ 1z{«]n
Date of findings 12/08/2011
Place of findings State Coroners Court
44-46 Parramatta Road Glebe 2037
Fmdlngs of Deputy State Coroner Mag|strate Carmel Forbes

FINBINGS

| find that George Godden d1ed on 22 February 2007 at Pnnce of Wales Hospital NSW as a

result of lignocaine toxicity following dental surgery with atherosclerotic and valvular heart
disease being significant conditions contributing to his death. The lignocaine was
administered to him in hospital when he was asked to bite down on a gauze soaked in co-

phenylcaine (of which the active ingredient is lignocaine) for the purpose of stopping his
‘bleeding gums. .

: '-RECOM MENDATIONS

1. To Minister for Health and Justice Health :

That the attached Prince of Wales Hospital protocol relating to management of the
treatment for post-dental extraction bleeding and the bulletin "Co-phenyicaine Forte
spray"(both documents attached) be provided to all hospitals within NSW with a view
to the publication of the contents amongst clinical staff

2. To the Health Care Complaints Commission:

That the professional conduct of Dr T. Brown and Registered Nurse Shores be
consndered for |ts app i

REPRESENTATIQH i

Assisting the coroner .Ms -K Stern

Representing the family In person, Unrepresented

Other parties Ms Lonergan for South Eastern Sydney and lllawarra Area

Health Network.
Mr Gregg for Dr Brown
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| Department of Dental. and Oral Surgery
Treatment for post dental extractlon bleedmg

It is lmperatlve that care be taken when car:ng fora. patrent post dental extractron Patients are
at r:sk of asplratlon and chokmg ifthe gauze is not placed in the correct posmon See ﬂgure 1

PROCEDURE _ '
: 1. Clean the mouth and ldent|fy the s:te of bleedmg

2. Roll a square plece of gauze’ with extra-oral tag, mo|sten it wrth saime or water and apply fo
- bleeding site. PO NOT USE ANY OTHER SOLUTIONS E
3. Get pattent to bite hard onto the gauze or apply finger pressure for ‘[0 mlnutes Attach extra
oral tag to patient's cheek with tape. ' : '
4. Ensure that the gauze is pressed onto the bleeding site, not adjacent teeth Refer to figure 1
| ‘below. ... ' o
v 5, Mrmmal rmsmg for the t" rst 24. hrs post op . o _
8. 'Bleed ing should cease wrthln 10 minutes. The gauze should then be removed If bleedmg
'persrsts cali dental cllmc on 22245 or on-oall dentlst if after hours ' '

7. DO NOT LEAVE PATIENT WITH GAUZE IN MOUTH UNATTENDED

) ' Flgure1 Placement of gauze packmg post—dental extraction,
' The gauze pressed agalnst the sooket stops the bleedmg

Pack correctly inserted.
Lcoludes socket '

o “Pack lI"iE:Bl“I'EBﬂ'f inserted.
it S Mot occluding socket.

'Pec}c sncorrectly placed ln
e socket.

Reference: Contemporary Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery by Larry Peterson, Edward Ellis tl, James -
Hupp and Myron Tucker. The C.V. Mosby Co-mpany 1988.
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Suh}ecf © Useof Cn-Phenv[ca:ne Forte Spray at POWH

co-mmm:nms RTES: SPRAY

Contains: Active - Lignocairie hydrocﬁlonde 50 mg/mL phenylephirine hydrochiorlde 5 mg;"mL }
Inactive - Benzalkonium chiforide 0.1 mg/ml. {preservatwe], sadium phosphate moncbas!c, soditm metabzsu!f‘ te

' d:sodium edetate and sodium hydrcxide or crtnc acid (to adlust pH}

_ mmcmons

N Preparatian of nasal mtrcosa fn; surgerv ar em;]_nggppy
*.  Aldthe tréatmeny ot acute nuse bleix!s and refhoval of foralgn budres frctn the nose

L =
- .. Topleal ahzesthésia of the phar\mx prior €0 direct or Indirecﬂarvngpscogv
. T :

Topical anaesthesla pﬁor 15 endbsmpy of the upiger aﬂwavs

DOSAGE AND ADM!NISTRATION* :
" Route of admlmstration' nasal or pharyngeal. Do not exceed the recommended dosage regimerfs
-, - Donot. admlnlﬂer to l:hﬂdran under 2 years. of age. Dosesaretn- be adminlstered once only
" Adsilts, chﬂdren over 2 years, Up to5- $quirts pernostril, '

. Each squ:rt meaSures 100 microlitres A new nozzle spray attachment rriust be used for each patient.

PRECAUTIDNS;

Elderly and debifitated patiants shouid be given reduced. dnsages . -

Eating and drinking - the use of topical anaesthatic agents in the aral cavity and. upper airway tissues rady :nterfere
with swaltowing and thus enhance the dinger 6f aspiration of faod or drink, .For this reason, foad or drink should not
be Ingesteg within two hours of using focal anaestheticsin the mouth area, Numbness of the tongue ot buccal mucosa
may inqrease the risk of trauma from hot drmks or Htlng. : .

f l’aﬂenﬁ with cardiwasr.uler dtseases. Mhanylcah‘te Fcurh:“'l should b ghren wlfh caution to paﬁems ws-th
| cardiovascular di d‘sease, especially thase suffaring. fmm hvpartens!on, severe brad\rmrdia mnductmn :!isturhances
or SEvere d!g‘italls Intox‘iatm‘ n . . :

Therels asmall bt transientinureae In pu[se {up'to 42 beats per.minute] and: klopd pressure, Iavetage 8.2 mmHg
.systohc and 7:5.mmtg diastollt) lastirig for ten- minutes after the administration of this medlr:at?on io healthy
_anrwduals This must be taken into account if this- rnedicatlun is given to hypertensive patients.

Co—Phenyicaine Fa::rte“g shouid alsn ke used wlth caution on areas of brukan skin in the nose or throat bec-ause of the .
risk i in increased absarption of the active Ingredignts ieadlng to higher drug levels In the bicod,

Co-Phenylcaine® Forte Spray MUST be prescribed on the patlent’s medication char.

~ For more detziled information refer to Approved Product information: Co - Phenvitaine® Forte Topicai Spray.

;"-_-—--_-—"—'—-..__
Dr Patntk Bolton,
Director of Clinical Services (Medical), FOWH,

South Eastern Sydney and lifawarra Area Health Secvice



