Coroners Finding into the Granville Train Crash 

Inquest into the Death of Brian Francis GORDON, Brian Gilsener KNIGHT, Margaret Emma LYON BROWN and others

CORONER: Mr Campbell, I have considered your further submission and of course I have closely studied all the evidence, but I do consider that on Mr Osman’s evidence that the angle of flange wear on the leading wheels of the locomotive is one of a number of factors to be taken into account. In respect of my findings the evidence disclosed that at about 8.12am on the 18th January, 1977, the Locomotive 4620 of the passenger train 108 was derailed whilst negotiating a lefthand curve travelling east on the uplane western line near the Granville Railway Station. As a result of this derailment the Locomotive came into collision with the northern trestle supporting the upper decking of the Bolds Street Bridge. It continued on demolishing the eight steel stanchions of that trestle, coming to rest on its right hand side, two hundred and twenty feet further on.  In its progress a steel electric powerline was sheered off at its base and this mast suspended by overhead electrical wires came into collision with carriage number one, demolishing same.  Carriage number two suffered little damage and came to rest clear of the bridge. When the train came to rest the rear leading ends of carriages three and four respectively, came to rest under the Bold Street Bridge. At this point of time the bridge collapsed onto these carriages. Deaths occurred in carriages one, three and four, totalling eighty three. Most certainly there is no evidence to support any indictable offence against any person, the speed of a Locomotive was within the prescribed limits and the driver and crew of the Locomotive acted properly at all times. There has been some publicity of hostility directed towards the driver but on the evidence, no blame at all could be attached to him and it could be said he was no more than a victim of the roster for that day. The evidence presented before the Judicial Enquiry constituted under the Railways Act, has been accepted in evidence by me. And further witnesses were called at this hearing. On the evidence I am satisfied  that the derailment was due to a combination of factors. One, the condition of the permanent way (?), two the static widening of the gauge, three a capacity of lateral rail movement, four, poor track geometry, five, the angle of wear on the gauge face of the high rail and six, the angle of the flange wear on the leading wheels of the Locomotive. I find the derailment was then due to the application of sufficient lateral force to the high rail whilst negotiating a curve at a sufficiently high speed coupled with the incapability of the flange angle of the leading wheels of Locomotive 4620 and the angle of wear on the gauge face of the high rail. Recommendations were made to the Judicial Enquiry and the Railway Board of Enquiry and I understand these recommendations have been adopted by the Transport Commission. The Commission is also cognos that of the evidence given before me by Professor Keys and Mr Osman. The magnitude of the rescue operation and the dangers involved are well known, the operation headed by the Police and the Police Rescue Squad was most efficient and it is reassuring to know that there is a body capable of mounting co-ordinating and coping with a rescue of this magnitude and that such an organisation is available twenty –four hours a day. Praise must be levelled at supplementary units concerned and of course volunteers from the public sector. Identification of bodies is a most difficult task and this was carried out in a most proficient manner by members of the Disaster Identification team. The register prepared and tendered to this Court by Detective Sergeant Brown deserves a commendation. The records shows that there was no delay in the arrangements for the release of bodies for burial and this reflects the high degree of organisation by the Police, Doctors, Forensic assistance and staff attached to this complex.  Finally I do thank the Police charged with the duties of investigating the disaster and the efficient manner in which the investigation was carried out. And to you Sergeant McGoldrick and Sergeant Rixon for assisting me in this inquest. And Sergeant I do propose to notify the Commissioner of Police of the names of various police officers involved in the investigation, commending them for their outstanding work. Accordingly I find in respect of the death of Eric Ball, the deceased on the 18th day …..perhaps I might deal with …..Sergeant with the deceased who died otherwise than near the railway station. In respect of the death of Brian Francis Gordon, accordingly I find that the deceased on the 21st day of January 1977 at Prince Henry Hospital Little Bay died of the effects of injuries sustained near the Granville Railway Station as a result of a train in which he was a passenger derailing on the up main western line. In respect of the death of Brian Gilsener Knight, accordingly I find the deceased on the 21st day of January 1977 at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Camperdown died of the effects of injuries sustained near the Granville Railway Station as a result of a train in which he was a passenger derailing on the up main western line. In respect of the death of Margaret Emma Lyon Brown, accordingly I find the deceased on the 13th day of February, 1977, at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Camperdown died of the effects of injuries sustained on the 18th day of January, 1977, near the Granville Railway Station as a result of a train in which she was a passenger derailing on the up main western line. In respect of the deaths of Brian Gordon and Brian Knight, the derailment took place on the 18th January, 1977. In respect of the remaining eighty deaths, the names of the deceased are set out in a schedule attached to the evidence, accordingly I find each deceased on the 18th day of January, 1977, near the Granville Railway Station, died of the effects of injuries sustained then and there as a result of a train in which he was a passenger derailing on the up main western line.

